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On July 11, Rigoberta Menchu, indigenous leader and candidate for the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize,
arrived in Guatemala City where she was received by thousands of cheering supporters. The
occasion marked Menchu's fourth visit to the country since 1988. Menchu went into exile in
1980 after members of her family were killed by government security forces. Menchu called for
the "unity of all Guatemalans, indigenous and non-indigenous," in support of the "immediate"
signing of a human rights accord between the government and the guerrilla movement. She
said such an agreement is the first step in the process of demilitarization and peace. Menchu
also called on the United Nations and other international organizations to investigate the fate
of some 50,000 Guatemalan refugees in southern Mexico, and of several hundred thousand
displaced persons, mostly indigenous, inside Guatemala. Among those present to receive Menchu
was French Ambassador Paul Poudade, who described the indigenous leader as "a symbol of
America." Government spokesperson Manuel Conde said Menchu's presence in Guatemala
"shows that human rights are respected." On July 12, the caravan in which Menchu was traveling
from Guatemala City to the town of Chimaltenango (western highlands) came under gunfire and
other forms of harassment by unidentified individuals. Menchu said the government and the
army were responsible. In a July 13 meeting with foreign diplomats, Menchu said, "things have
changed in the world" since the 1980s. According to the human rights activist, "We welcomed the
fall of Eastern Europe,...[but] in our country other walls have to be brought down, among them
incomprehension." In a "Declaration of Mayan Peoples," 15 Mayan indigenous organizations
endorsed Menchu's nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize, declaring her "a symbol of the resistance
and of the intelligence" of indigenous Guatemalans. [Menchu was nominated for the Nobel Prize by
Adolfo Perez Esquivel, an Argentine who won the prize in 1980. The nomination was seconded by
South African Bishop Desmond Tutu, another Nobel Laureate.] (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 07/10/92, 07/11/92; Agence France- Presse, 07/11/92, 07/13/92,
07/14/92)
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